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BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF l'HARMACY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

11 
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

ERIC SORIA 

16442 Virginia Ave. 
Paramount, CA 90723 

Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 
102812 

Respondent. 
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Case No. 4868 

DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 

[Gov. Code,§ 11520] 

19 FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On or about August 31; 2015, Complainant Virginia K. Herold, in her official 

capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer Affairs, 

filed Accusation No. 4868 against Eric Soria (Respondent) before the Board of Pharmacy. 

(Accusation attached as Exhibit A.) 

2. On or about September 13, 2010, the Board of Pharmacy (Board) issued Pharmacy 

Technician Registration No. TCH 102812 to Respondent. Tho Pharmacy Technician Registration 

was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 4868 

and will expire on September 30, 2014, unless renewed. 

3. On or about September 9; 2015, Respondent was served by Certified and First Class 
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Mail copies of the Accusation No. 4868, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, Request 

for Discovery, and Discovery Statutes (Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and 

11507.7) at Respondent's address of record which, pursuant to Business and Professions Code 

section 4100, is required to· be reported and maintained with the Board. Respondent's address of 

record was and is: 16442 Virginia Ave., Paramount, CA 90723. 

4. Service of the Accusation was effective as a matter oflaw under the provisions of 

Government Code section 11505, subdivision (c) and/or Business & Professions Code section 

124. 

5. Government Code section 11506 states, in pertinent part: 

(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hem·ing on the merits if tho respondent 
.files a notice of defense, and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all parts 
of the accusation not expressly admitted. Failure to file a notice of defense shall 
constitute a waiver ofrespondent's right to a heal'ing, but the agency in its discretion 
may nevertl1eless grant a hearing. · 

6. Respondent failed to file a Notice of Defense within15 days after service upon him 

of the Accusation, and therefore waived his right to a hearing on the merits of Accusation No. 

4868. 

7. California Government Code section 11520 states, in perth~ent part: 

(a) If the respondent either fails to file a notice of defense or to appear at the 
hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express admissions 
or upon other evidence and af.fidavits may be used as evidence without any notice to 
respondent. 

8. Pursuant to its authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board .finds 

Respondent is in default. The Board will talce action without further hearing and, based on the 

relevant evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this matter, as well as 

taldng official notice of all the investigatory reports, exhibits m1d statements contained therein on 

file at the Board's offices regarding the allegations contained in Accusation No. 4868, finds that 

the charges and allegations in Accusation No. 4868, are sepm·ately m1d severally, found to be true 

and correct by clear and convincing evidence. 

9. Taking official notice of its own intemalrecords, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3, it is hereby determined that the reasonable costs for Investigation 
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and Enforcement is $6,747.50 as of December 17,2015. 

DETERMINATION OF ISSUES 

I, Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Respondent Eric Soria has subjected his 

Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH I 02812 to discipline. 

2. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default. 

3, The Bom·d of Pharmacy is authorized to revoke Respondent's Pharmacy Technician 

Registration based upon the following violations alleged in the Accnsation which are supported 

by the evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this case. 

a. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 4301, subdivision (j) 

for unprofessional conduct in that Respondent violated state statutes regulating controlled 

substances and dangerous drugs when he: (i) unlawfully furnished dangerous drugs in violation of 

Code sect.ion4059; (ii) unlawfully furnished and gave away controlled substances in violation of 

Health and Safety Code section 11352; (iii) unlawfully possessed controlled substances in 

violation of Code section 4060; (iv) unlawfully possessed narcotic controlled substances in 

violation of Health and Safety Code section 11350; and (v) obtained controlled substances by 

fraud, deceit, misrepresentation and subterfuge or l)y concealment of a material fact in violation 

of Health and Safety Code section 11173. 

b. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 4301, subdivision (f) 

for unprofessional conduct in that Respondent conunitted acts involving moral turpitude, 

dishonesty, fraud, deceit, and corruption, 

c. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 4301, subdivision (o), 

for unprofessional conduct in that he violated and aided and abetted another in violating 

provisions of the Pharmacy Act and state laws and regulations governing pharmacy. 
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ORDER 

IT IS SO ORDERED that Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 102812, heretofore 

issued to Respondent Eric Soria, is revoked. 

Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subdivision (c), Respondent may serve a 

written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds relied on within 

seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion may 

vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defined in the statute. 

This Decision shall become effective on February 19, 2016. 
 

It is so ORDERED January 20,2016. 
 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

By 
Amy Gutierrez, Pharm.D. 
Board President 

61773622.DOC 
DOJ Matter ID:LA201350989S 

Attachment: 
Exhibit A: Accusation 
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Attomey General of Callfomla 
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LINDA L;SVN 
 
S\ipervlslng Deputy Attomey OeneJ•al 
 
MATTI·IEW A. KINO 
 
Deputy Attol'lley General 
 
State Bar No. 265691 
 

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
 
matthew.klng@doj.ca,gov

(213) 897-7446 

Attorneys for Complainant 

. Bl!)FORE THE 
 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 
 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

·rn the Mattei' of the Accusation Against: 

ERIC SORIA 
16442 Virginia Ave,
Pat·mnmmt, CA 90723 

Pharmal'y Technician Registration 
 
No, TCH 102812 
 

Respondent.

Case No. 4868 

A C 9 U S.A TI 0 N

(Gov, Code,§ 11503,) 

Complainant alleges:· 

PARTIES 

I, Complainant Vil·ginla Heroid'bl'ings this Acc\Jsatlon solely In her official capacity as 

the Executive Officer of the Board of Phm·macy, Depai'tmcnt of Consumer Affairs, 

2. On SeptembeJ' 13, 2010, the Board lsstJed Pharmacy Technician Registration Number 

TCH 102812 to Respondent Eric So.l'ia. The registration was In full force and effect at all times 

relevant to the charges brought herein. Tho registration expired on September 30, 2014 and Is 

now cancel.led, 

Apousatlon Against EJ•io Soi'lu (C<Jse No, 4868) 

mailto:matthew.klng@doj.ca,gov
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JURlSDICTION 

3, This Accusation Is brought bcfo!'C the Board undo!' the authority of the following 

laws, All section l'efel'ences arc'to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated, 

4, Code section 4300 provldoli that every license issued by the Board may be !'eVoked or 

suspended and that Pl'oceedings to discipline a license ate to be conducted acc01:dlng to the 

Administrative PI'Ocecjure Act (Gov. Code,§§ 11370, etseq,), 

5, Code section 4300, i p1·ovides that tho "expiration, cancellation, fol'felture, or 

suspension of a board-issued license b~ operation oflaw or by order or decision of the bom·d or a 

court of law, the placement of a license on a Ntlred status, or the voltmtary SUI'I'ender of a license 

by a licensee shall not dopl'ive the board ofjurisdiction to commence or proceed with an~ 

Investigation of, al' action or disciplinary proce.edlng against, the licensee or to l'endet; a decision 

suspending OI'J'evoking the license," 

STATUTES 

6,· Section 4301 ofthe Code states, In pertinent part: 

The bo<ll'd shall take aot!on agahist any holder ofa license who is guilty of 
unpi'Ot\lsslo~al oondtJot or whose license has been procUI'ed by fraud or 
misrepresentation Ol' Issued by mistake, Unprofessional condtJot shall include, but Is 
not limited to, any of the following: 

(f) The oomml.ssion of any act Involving moral turplttJde, dishonesty, fl•aud, 
deceit, Ol' corruption, whether the act Is committed In the ~ourse of rei<lticns as a 
licensee o1· otherwise, and whotho!' the act Is a felony or mlsd<;meanot' or not, 

U) The violation of any of the stallltes of this state, or any other state, or of the 
United States regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs, 

(o) VIolating Ol' attempting to violate, directly or lndh•ectly, ol' nsslstlng In or 
abetting the vlolatlori of'OI' conspiring to vloi<lte nny pl'OV!slon or term ofthis chapter Ol' 
of the applicable federal and state laws and regulations govei·nlng pharmacy, including
regulations established by the board or by any oilier state or fedemlreguhltOI'Y agency, 

(p) Actions Ol' conduct that would have warranted denial ofa license, 

2 
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DRUG STA,TQTES 

7. Section 4059 states, In pe1'tlnent part: 

(a) Aperson may not fum ish MY dangerO\lS drug, except upon the Pl'eScl'iption of 
a physician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist, vetel'lnarlan, or naturopathic doctor 
pmsuant to Seotlon3640.7. A pe1•son may not furnish any dangerous device, except 
upon the prescl'iption of a physician, dentist, podiatl'ist, optometrist, veterinarian, or 
naturopathic doctor p\ll'suant to Section 3640.7. 

8. Section 4060 of the Code states: 

No person shall possess any controlled subst~mco, except that fumlshed to a 
person upon the prescl'iptlon of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist,
veterinarian, Ol' naturopathic doctor purS\Iant to Section3640.7, orfbmlshed P\lrsuant 
to adrug o1•der Issued l?y ace1'llfied nUI'se-mldwlfe pursuant to Section 2746.51, a nurse 
practltione1' purs\lant to Section 2836.1, or a physician a~slstant pursuan.t to Section 
3502.1, or natmopathlc docto1• pursuant to Seotlo~ 3640.5, or a PhArmacist pmsuant to 
either subpal'llgraph (D) of paragraph (4) of, ol' cla\\se (lv) of subparagraph (A) of 
paragraph (5) of, subdivision (a) of Section 4052. This section shall not apply to the 
possession of any controlled substance by a nwmrfacturer, wholesaler, pha1·macy,
pharmacist, physician! podlat1·lst, dentist, optometrist, veterinarian,'naturopathic doctor, 
certi·fled nUI'se-mldw fe, nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, when ln'stock In 
containers correctly labeled with the nnme ~md ll~ldi'Qss of\he S\lppller Ol' producer. 

Nothing In this section authorizes acertlf1ed nurse-midwife, anurse practitioner, 
a physician assistant, or a natw·opathlc doctor, to Ol'der his or her own stock of 
dangerous drugs and devices. 

9. Health and Safety Code section 11173 states, in pertinent part: 

(a) No person shall obtain o1· attempt to obtain controlled substances, o1· procure 
or attempt topl'ocuro.the admlnlstmtlon ofor prescription for controlled substances, (l) 
by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, Ol' subte1·fuge; or (2) by tho conoealm~nt of a 
matel'ial fact, 

· l 0. Health and Safety Code section I1350 states, In pertinent part: 

(a) Exceft as othe1·wlseprovlded in this division, every person who possesses 
(I) any contra lie( substance ~p~ciflod In stlbdlvlsion'(b), (c), (e), 01; Jlnragraph (1) of 
S\ibdlvision (~ of Section 11054, spoolfiod In paragraph (14), (15), or (20) of 
subdivision (d of Section It 054, or.Speclfled In sub~ivls!on (b) 61· (c) ofSection 
i I 055, Ol' spec fled tn·subdiVislon (h) of Section ll 056, or manycontrolledsubstanoe
classified In Sched\Jie Ill, IV, or V which Is a narcotic dn1g, tmless upon the wl'itten 
prescl'iptlon of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, or veterinarian licensed to practice In 
this state, shall be punished by lmpl'isonment In a· county jail for. not moJ'e than one 
yetll', except that such pol's on shall Instead be l'unlsbed ptli',I\Jant to S\Jbdlvlsl'on (h) o.f 
Section 1170 ofthe Penal Code If that pe1•son 1as one or mo1•e prior convlotlons for an 
ott\mse specified In c.Iau~e (iv) ofsubparagmph (C) ofparagmph (2) ofsubdivision (e)
of Section 667 of the Penal Code OJ' for an offense requ!l'ing registration pursuant to 
subdivision (c) of Section 290 Of the Penal Code. 
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11, Health and Safety Code section 11352 statos, In pertinent part: 

. (a) Except as otho1wlse p1·ovlded In this division, every person who transports, 
imp01'ls Into this state, sells, flll'nishes, adminlstei'S, or gives nway, or offers to 
transport, Import Into this state, sell, furnish, administer, or give away, or attempts to 
lmpo1•t Into this state Ol' transport (1) any controlled stJbstanoe specified In subdIvision 
(b), (c), OJ' (e), Ol' paragraph (!)of. subdivision(!) of Section 11054, specified in 
pa1·agmph (14), (15), or (20) oi' stJbdlvisl.on (d) of Section 11054, Ol' specified In 
subdivision (h) or (c) of Section II 055, or specified In Stlbdlvlslon (h) of S~ctlon 
11056,.ot' (2) any controlled substance classified In Schedule Ill, IV, or Vwhich is a 
narcotic drug, unless upon the written p1·escrlp!ion of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, ot· 
vete1·inal'ian licensed to p1·actioe In this state, shall be punished by Imprisonment 
pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 pfthe Pe·nal Code fo1• three, fom, ol' five 
yettrs. 

(b) Notwithstanding the penalty pi'Ovlslons of subdivision (a), any person who 
transports any controlled substances specifled In subdivision (a) within this state from 
one county to anothel' nonoontlguotls county .shall be punished b;y Imprisonment
pUI\Sllant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 of the Penal Code for thl'!l~, six, o1· nine 
years, · 

(c) For Plll'poses ofthlsBeotlon, 'tl·ansports' means to transport for sale. 

(d) This section does not precltide o1•llmlt the prosecution ofan lndlvidtml fo1' 
aiding an!l abetting the commission of, Ol' conspiring to commit, o1• acting as an 
accessory to, any act prohibited b~ this section: 

. COST RECOYERY 

12. Code section 125.3 pi'OVIdes, in pc1•tlnent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate tbund to have committed a violation ofthe licensing . 

act to pay a sum 110t to exceed the l'easonab!e costs of the investigation and enforcement ofthe 
' 

c~tse, 

DRUG CLA,SSIF~CATIONS 

13. Soma is abmnd name for cal'lsopl'odol. The dn1g acts as a muscle relaxer and Is 

Indicated for palnftJI mtJsouloskelett~l conditions. Soma Is considered a non·liarcotlc dangerous 

drug. (Bus. & Prof. Code, § 4022.) 

14, Promethazine with codeine Is tlsed to treat allergy symptoms and to prevent motion 

sickness, nausea and vomiting, It may be used as a sedative Ol' sleep ald. Promethazine with 

codeine Is a considered a dange1;ous drug and a narcotic drug. lt Is classlfled as a Schedule V 

contl'olled substance. (Bus. & Prof. Code,§ 4022; Health & Saf. Code,§ 11058, subd. (c)( I),) 

4 
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15, Vlcodln Is a brand name for acetaminophen and hydrocodone, The drug operates as a 

palnt•ellever and Is Indicated for moderate to severe pain, Vlcodln ls considered a dangero\ts drug 

and a narcotic \~rug, It Is olasslfled as aSchedule Ill contt•ollcd sttbstanoc, (Bus, & Prof, Code,§ 

4022; Health & Saf, Code,§ 11056, subd, (e)(7),) 

§TATl!lMENT OF FACTS 

16, Ft·om approximately Febnwry 20.10 to Septembet' 20, 2011, CVS Pharmacy employed 

Respondent as a Ph~ll'maoy Technician at one of Its st!;>l'es In Lynwood, 

17, On or about September 16, 2010, pollee served a search wart'atit on Respondent's 

home in Parmnount, In a converted garage Respondent used'as a bedroom, pollee found a bottle 

of 13 Vicodln pills and another bottle containing 16 pills ofacetamlnophen and codeine, The 

bottle ofVicodin cal'l'lcd a label that Indicated the prescription was not Respoi1den!'s, The other 

bottle's label was peeled away so that the patient's hame was not visible, A Los Angeles Co\mty 

Shet•ift's Department deputy asked Respondent If tho two pt·esorlptlon bottles belonged to hlm, 

Respondent said, "yeah, they at'~ mine," He admitted that he did not have a pt·oscriptlon for either 

drug, 

18, On or about May 4, 20 I I, Respondent was driving his cat' ln Paramount when he was 

stopped fat' having modified lights andtlntod windows, D\ll'lng the enforcement stop, police 

found a bottle of24 Soma pills In tho glove box, Respondent did not have a prescription for 

Soma. 

19, On or about September 4, 201 I, Respondent stole a bottle of promethazine with 

codeine from the CVS Pharmacy where he wol'!(ed, He then passed the promethazine with . 

codeine through tho drive-through window to imoth~t· CVS employee, The employee did not have 

aprescl'iptlon for the substance and did not pay for It, Respondent knew that the drug's recipient 

did not have a pt·esct•lptlon fot' the dt'\Jg, 

20, Between Febr\lat'Y 201 0 and Septombet' 20, 2011, Respondent conspired with 

ph~JI'macy technician Jmm L\tls Alarc6n (TCH 82087) and another coworker to divert danget·ous 

dt'\Jgs and contt·olled substances ft•om CVS Plwmacy in Lynwood, Respondent dlvet·tcd 

danget·ous dt•ugs and oontt·olled substances approximately seven. times d\JI'lng the life Of the 

5 
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conspiracy. The stolen drugs included promethazine with codeine, about 60 tablets of Soma 350 

mg and about 60 tablets ofYicodin 51500mg, The drugs were worth $993.57, 

FIRST CAUSE F'OR DISCIPLINE; 

. (Violation of State Drug Law.~) 

21, R.espondentis S\ibjeot to disciplinary action under Code section 4301, subdivision Q), 

for unp1·ofesslonal conduct,. in that Respondent vloi<lted state statutes regulating controlled 

substances and dangerous d1•ugs, as .follows: 

a. Respondent unlawt\1lly furnished dungQI'oUs drugs In violation of Code section 4059, 

Complalliant reallege,1 paragraphs 13-20. 

b. Respondent unlawfully ft1i·nlshed and gave awa~ oonti'OIIed substunoes In violation of 

Health and Safety Code section 11352. Coniplalnant realleges paragl'aphs 13-20.. 

c. Respondent unlawt\illy possessed controlled substances In violation of Code section 

4060. Complainant realleges paragraiJhs 13-20. 

cl.. · Respondent un1awt\il ly possessed narcotic cont1·olled substances in violation of 

Health and Safety Code section 11350, Complainant realleges paragraphs 13-20. 

e. Respondent obtained odntrolkd substances by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation and 

subterfuge or by concealment of a material fact in violation ofl-!ealth and Safety Code section 

11173, Complainant real leges paragraiJhs 13~20, 

SECOND CAUSE FOl{ DISCIPLINE 

(Dishonesty and Fraud) 

22, Respondent Is subJect to disciplinary action tmder Code section 4301, subdivision (f), 

for unprofessional cond\iOt in that Respondent committed acts Involving moral tmpltude, 

dishonesty, fl•aud, deceit and cOI'i'Uptlon, Complainant l'ealleges parag1·aphs 13-..21, 
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THIRD GAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Violate Pl1armacy Act) 

23, Respondent is subJect to disciplinary action tmder Code section 4301, subdivision (o), 

for unpt•ofesslonai conduct In that he violated and aided and abetted aqother In violating 

pt•ovlslons of the Pharmacy Act and state laws and regulations governing pharmacy. Compl~tinant 

real leges paragraphs 13-22. 

" FOU!)TU CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Conduct Warranting Denial) 

· 24, Respondent is subject to dlsclplimlly action tmde!' Code section 4301, subdivision (p), 

fot•unprofesslonal conduct In that Respondent committed acts that w01tld have warranted denial 

of a I ioense, Complainant realleges paragraphs 13-23, 

PRAYE!,! 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a heat•lng be held on the mattet·s herein alleged, 

and that followli1g the hearing, the Board issue a decision: 

l, Revoking or suspending Pharmacy Technician Registration No, TCl-11 02812, Issued 

to El'ic Soria; 

2. Ordel'ing Edc Sol'ia to pay the Board the rea~onable costs of the Investigation and 

enforcement ofth.ls case, pursuant to section 125.3; and, 

3. Taking such other and f\ll'lhet' action as deemed necessary and proper. 

Exeoutlv~ fficet· 
Bom·d ofPharnmoy 
Depat·tment ofConsuniet• Affah•s 
SMe of Callfomla 
Complainant 

l,A2013509895 
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